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German Offenlegungsschrift DE 43 00 595 A1 is the priority document for and 
therefore the foreign counterpart of United States patent 5,513,445 also submitted 
herewith; since this English language counterpart of German Offenlegungsschrift DE 43 
00 595 A1 , which is effectively an English language translation thereof, is being 
submitted herewith, no concise explanation of the relevance of German 
Offenlegungsschrift DE 43 00 595 A1 is believed required under 37 CFR 1.56, 1.97 and 
1.98. 

German Offenlegungsschrift DE 43 00 060 A1 appears to disclose or at least 
relate to drying apparatus for granular resinous materials in which air is pumped through 
at least one chamber housing at least some of the resinous material to be dried, and 
therefore may be relevant to the patentability of at least one of the claims of the instant 
application. 

European Patent Office document EP 1 288 600 A2 appears to disclose a tubular 
housing for downwardly receiving granular resinous material to be fluidically treated 
therein, perhaps by drying via air blown therethrough. 

Applicant notes that the apparent 5 March 2003 publication date and the 
apparent 24 August 2001 priority date of European Patent Office document EP 1 288 
600 A2 are both after the effective filing date of the instant application. Therefore, 
applicant submits that European Patent Office document EP 1 288 600 A2 does not 
qualify as a reference against which the patentability of any claim in the instant 
application may be evaluated, but does apparently represent the development of the 
relevant art subsequent to applicant's invention as disclosed and claimed in the instant 
patent application. 
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A prompt, thorough and favorable examination of the instant application is 
respectfully requested. 

Please charge any deficiency or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 
50-1943. This form is submitted in duplicate. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CHARLES N. QUINN 
Registration No. 27,223 
Attorney for Applicant 

Fox Rothschild LLP 

2000 Market Street, 10 th Floor 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 

Tel: 215-299-2135 

Fax:215-299-2150 

email: cquinn@frof.com 
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